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I.   DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PROPOSED  ACTION  AND  ENVIRONMENT 

A.  Purpose 

The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  conduct  a  preliminary  environmental 
review  in  order  to  make  a  determination  as  to  whether  the  abandon- 
ment action  may  have  a  significant  effect  on  the  Butte  human  environ- 
ment. 

B.  Abandonment  Defined 

For  the  purpose  of  this  report  abandonment  is  defined  as  the 
release  of  jurisdiction  and  maintenance  responsibilities  of  a 
public  road  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Highways  to  local 
government  if  a  future  public  use  is  determined  or  closure  of 
the  public  road  if  no  public  purpose  is  served. 

C.  Description  of  the  Proposed  Action 

The  proposed  action  involves  the  abandonment  of  U.S.  91,  a  Federal 
Aid  Primary  Highway,  which  connects  the  City  of  Butte,  Montana  from 
its  intersection  with  Continental  Drive  north  to  the  Old  U.S.  91 
Interstate  15  junction  on  the  Woodville  Hill.  This  highway  segment 
is  routed  through  the  Anaconda  ACM  Mining  Complex  and  nearly  vacated 
McQueen  East  Butte  Area. 

U.S.  91  originally  constructed  in  1920  was  reconstructed  in  1950 
as  the  principal  access  route  to  Butte  from  the  northeast.  In  1966, 
Interstate  15  was  constructed  rerouting  a  major  portion  of  the  traffic 
from  Old  U.S.  91  to  Interstate  15  and  90  further  to  the  south.  One 
major  modification  has  already  been  made  to  the  Old  U.S.  91  route 
resulting  from  expansion  of  the  Anaconda  Company  owned  Berkeley 


Pit.  This  major  modification  required  utilization  of  a  portion  of 
Continental  Drive  which  in  turn  substantially  reduced  the  direct- 
ness of  the  route  into  the  Butte  Central  Business  District. 
Later  minor  modifications  were  made  to  add  certain  safety  features 
to  the  re-routed  highway. 

II.  ALTERNATIVE  ACTIONS 

Possible  alternatives  considered  with  respect  to  abandonment  of  U.S.  91 

include  the  following: 

Alternative  1  -  Abandon  Without  Replacement 

This  alternative  would  consider  abandoning  the  Old  U.S.  91  highway 

facility  without  requiring  any  type  of  replacement  road  facility 

either  in  the  near  vicinity  or  within  the  Butte  Urban  Area. 

Alternative  2  -  Abandon  With  Replacement 

Under  this  alternative,  replacement  would  require  either  similar 

facility  replacement  or  modifications  to  other  parts  of  the  Butte 

Transportation  System. 

A.  Similar  Replacement  Facility  - 

The  proposed  Columbia  Gardens  Interchange  was  determined  un- 
feasible in  the  Butte,  Montana  Urban  Transportation  Plan  and 
subsequent  mining  activity  near  the  site  precludes  construc- 
tion of  this  proposal . 

B.  Modifications  to  Other  Parts  of  the  Butte  Transportation  System 

1.  Upgrade  the  Harrison  Avenue  Interchange  -  feasible. 

2.  Shift  East  Butte  Interchange  and  provide  ramps  on  Continental 
Drive  -  unfeasible  -  Possible  lower  standard  ramp  design  on 
Continental  Drive  Overpass  may  be  feasible. 


Alternative  3  -  Not  Abandon 

Retain  U.S.  91  facility  as  is  without  vacating  or  abandoning  the 
right  of  way.  It  is  possible  that  an  overpass  to  separate  the  haul 
road  and  Old  U.S.  91  may  be  constructed  by  the  Anaconda  Company 
should  this  alternative  be  selected.  However  interest  by  the  mining 
firm  to  construct  this  type  of  facility  seems  to  have  diminished. 

III.  EVALUATION  OF  THE  IMMEDIATE  AND  CUMULATIVE  IMPACT  ON  THE  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 
It  is  doubtful  that,  should  abandonment  of  U.S.  91  take  place,  a 
significant  impact  would  result  on  the  physical  environment  for  the 
for  the  following  reasons: 
A.  Immediate  Impacts 

1.  U.S.  91  is  presently  a  high  activity  form  of  land  use.  Abandoning 
the  highway  right  of  way  would  lead  to  mining  also  a  high  activity 
land  use  form. 

2.  The  U.S.  91  right  of  way  is  a  small  portion  of  land  in  relation  to 
the  total  area  being  mined. 

3.  Original  land  use  forms  have  already  been  substantially  modified. 

4.  The  Anaconda  Company  site  including  U.S.  91  being  considered 
for  abandonment  has  been  designated  in  the  Butte  Community's 
transportation  and  comprehensive  land  use  planning  program  as 
an  area  set  aside  for  mining  and  related  activities. 

(Refer  to  Appendix  1 ) 

5.  Mining  in  the  U.S.  91  right  of  way  itself  would  not  appear  to 
cause  any  noticable  changes  in  the  extent  of  additional  dust, 
activity  or  noise  levels. 

6.  It  is  possible  that  removing  the  road  facility  would  cause 


land  drainage  pattern  changes. 
B.  Cumulative  Impacts 

7.  Abandonment  of  the  U.S.  91  right  of  way  will  facilitate  movement 
of  mining  operations  in  closer  proximity  to  adjacent  residential 
areas  in  the  north  flats  neighborhood  thereby  increasing  the 
exposure  to  dust,  higher  activity,  noise  levels  and  resulting 
in  greater  visual  deterioration.   (Refer  to  Appendix  2) 

IV.   EVALUATION  OF  THE  IMMEDIATE  AND  CUMULATIVE  IMPACT  ON  THE  HUMAN  POPULATION 
IN  THE  AREA  TO  BE  AFFECTED  BY  THE  PROPOSED  ACTION. 

A.  Immediate  Impacts 

1.  Loss  of  access  would  effect  an  estimated  40  non-Anaconda  Company 
held  mining  tracts  on  Woodville  Hill,  twenty  four  of  which  are 
immediately  adjacent  to  U.S.  91. 

2.  Loss  of  access  to  three  remaining  commercial ,  24  residential 
properties,  two  fire  station  facilities  and  a  playground  in  the 
McQueen-East  Butte  area  at  this  time  would  have  a  detrimental 
effect  on  the  values  of  these  remaining  properties.  The  Anaconda 
Company  has  indicated  that  they  would  acquire  these  properties 

by  July  1,  1977. 

3.  The  abandonment  of  U.S.  91  would  result  in  additional  distance, 
time  and  operating  costs  for  all  U.S.  91  users  originating  in 
neighborhoods  north  of  the  1-90  -  1-15  Interstate  System  in 

Butte.  Annual  additional  costs  to  the  Butte  Community  are  estimated 
at  $63,552. 

4.  Approximately  433  trips  would  be  rerouted  to  the  Harrison  Avenue 
Interchange  already  substantially  congested. 


5.  Loss  of  U.S.  91  access  from  the  U.S.  91  -  1-15  Junction  would 
cause  considerable  backtracking  through  neighborhood  areas  in 
order  to  gain  entrance  to  the  Silver  Bow  County  General  Hospital 
and  other  land  use  activities  located  in  the  southeast  Flats 
and  northeast  Country  Club  neighborhood  areas.  Infiltration 
through  neighborhood  areas  with  emergency  vehicles  and  additional 
traffic  would  both  produce  a  hazardous  condition  and  aid  in  reducing 
the  quality  adjoining  residential  environments. 

6.  The  more  direct  access  via  U.S.  91  would  be  lost  to  the  existing 
Butte  Central  Business  District.  A  few  commercial  establishments 
located  along  the  path  from  U.S.  91'$  intersection  with  Continental 
Drive  west  toward  the  C.B.D.  and  south  toward  the  Silver  Bow  County 
Hospital  would  appear  to  be  affected  by  the  loss  of  traffic  exposure. 

7.  Some  minor  direct  access  loss  (excluding  the  Silver  Bow  County 
Hospital)  would  result  to  religious,  cultural,  educational,  and 
recreational  facilities. 

8.  Since  the  C.B.D.  included  a  large  number  of  trip  origins  some  of 
which  may  be  employment  related  it  is  possible  that  closure  of 
U.S.  91  would  have  a  minor  effect  on  employment  in  the  downtown 
area. 

9.  Impacts  are  not  evident  to  any  particular  social  structures, 
mores,  cultures,  or  minorities. 

B.  Cumulative  Impacts 
10.  Possible  loss  of  commercial  establishments  on  Continental  Drive 
through  a  reduction  in  traffic  exposure  resulting  from  abandonment 
of  U.S.  91  would  cause  a  loss  in  the  local  and  State  tax  base 
resulting  in  a  loss  of  tax  revenues. 


n.  It  is  conceivable  that  the  vacating  of  the  U.S.  91  facility 
which  would  thereby  facilitate  mining  operations  in  closer 
proximity  to  the  Flats  neighborhood  area  could  aid  in  reducing 
the  residential  area's  human  health  conditions. 

12.  Not  abandoning  the  U.S.  91  right  of  way  may  lead  to  a  loss  in 
industrial  copper  production  and  further  loss  in  employment. 

13.  Abandonment  of  the  U.S.  91  facility  does  not  appear  to  be  in 
conflict  with  the  Butte  Community  Comprehensive  Land  Use  and 
Transportation  Plans. 

14.  The  closing  of  the  U.S.  91  highway  facility  may  create  some 
additional  demands  for  energy  due  to  the  additional  distance 
required  to  be  traveled.  However  vehicle  engine  efficiencies 
travelling  at  higher  speeds  with  less  stops  and  turning  move- 
ments on  the  Interstate  may  offset  these  additional  energy 
demands  by  savings  in  the  form  of  gasoline,  oil,  and  tires. 

15.  Retention  of  Old  U.S.  91  would  require  additional  energy  demands 
through  maintenance  and  reconstruction  (estimated  to  be  needed 
in  3  to  5  years). 

V.   CONTACTS  WITH  OTHER  AGENCIES 

Attached  on  the  next  page  is  a  notification  letter  and  list  of  agencies, 
groups  and  individuals  contacted  in  regards  to  abandonment  of  U.S.  91. 
Responses  to  the  notification  letter  are  included  behind  the  notification 
list. 
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STATE  OF  MONTANA 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HIGHWAYS 


May  1,    1975 


•mim^mm^^     '^    ■  II  111  ,1   i^<  I 


U.   S.   91  AbandoiuTtcnt 
North  of  Butte 


Planning  &  Bo?earch 

MAY    6  137S 

i 
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(■entlcmen: 

'Hie  ^fontana  Department  of  Highways  has  been  rccjuestcd  by  tlie  /Vnaconda 
Company  to  abandon  a  section  of  Federal -aid  Route  3  also  knoun  as  U.  S.  91. 
llie  proposed  abandormient  would  begin  at  the  intersection  of  Stuart  Street 
and  Continental  Drive  in  Butte  and  extend  approximately  3.2  miles  northeaster- 
ly along  U.  S.  91  to  near  its  present  junction  with  Interstate  15  at  the  top 
of  Woodville  Hill.  'Hie  attached  map  shows  the  portion  of  road  that  would  be 
abandoned.  The  /"Vnacontla  Comj^iany  has  requested  that  this  abandonment  be  made 
in  order  to  expedite  their  eventual  ex-pans  ion  of  tlieir  open  pit  mining  operation 
in  this  section  of  the  lUitte  urban  area. 

The  segment  of  U.  S.  91  proposed  for  abandonment  directly  serves  the  central 
business  district  of  Butte  and  other  areas  and  in  1974  carried  an  average  daily 
traffic  volume  of  64  0  vehicles.  Tlie  Butte  urban  area  is  presently  scr\'ed  by  inter- 
changes with  Interstate  15  and  Interstate  90  on  the  south,  east,  and  west.  The 
abandonment  of  that  portion  of  U.  S.  91  described  above  would  necessitate  out-of- 
direction  travel  for  the  vehicles  presently  using  tliis  facility. 

Hie  Department  of  Highways,  before  acting  on  the  Anaconda  Company's  petition 
for  abandonment,  is  studying  tlie  possible  effects  and  impacts  such  an  abandonment 
would  liave.  Therefore,  this  letter  is  being  sent  to  inform  you  and  those  on  the 
tlistribution  of  our  intentions  to  perform  these  studies  and  to  ask  you  to  provide 
any  information  that  you  may  have  concerning  tlie  proposal.  This  infomiation  could 
pertain  to  such  matters  as  any  possible  problems  tlie  abandonment  could  cause,  environ- 
mental concerns  you  may  have,  or  views  or  opinions  for  or  against  tlie  proposal.  I\ir- 
ing  our  studies,  alternate  means  of  access  to  help  mitigate  that  lost  by  the  abandon- 
ment will  be  investigated. 
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A  public  hearing  will  be  held  at  the  app7-oi)riatc  tijiie  to  allow  the 
pulilic  to  voice  tlieir  opinions  concerning  the  alternates  that  will  be  se- 
lected during  the  study  of  the  proposal. 

'llie  following  list  indicates  tliose  to  whom  tJiis  letter  is  being  sent. 
If  you  are  aware  of  other  agencies,  groups,  or  individuals  that  miglit  be  con- 
ccrnetl  and  are  not  on  the  list,  please  notify  us  and  we  will  contact  them. 


IJcpartnu-nt  of  Fish  [>   Game 
Assistant  Administrator  (2  copies) 
rjiviroimient  (4   Information  Division 
Sam  W.  Mitchell  Building 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


Mr.  Clark  Neilson 

Dept.  of   Health  ^  Environmental  Sciences 

Air  Quality  Bureau 

Cogswell  Building 

Helena,  Montana  59601 


Federal  Housing  Acbiiinistrat  ion 

Housinj'.  M  Urban  Development 

Di  rector 

61fi  Helena  Avenue 

Helena,  Montana  59001 

Montana  Stockgrowers  Association 

Sec  ret  a  r>' 

1'.  0.  Box  1679 

I-irst  National  Bank  Building 

Helena,  Montana  59601 

U.  S.  Coast  Guard 

Cojiuiuander   (oan) 

Tliirteenth  Coast  Guard  District 

618  Second  Avenue 

Seattle,  Washington  98122 


U.  S.  Dept.  of  Transportation 
Federal  Aviation  Administration 
FAA  Building,  Room  2 
Helena  Airport 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture 
State  Conservationist 
Soil  Conservation  Service 
F.  0.  Box  970 
Bozcman,  Montana  59715 

Frank  Bcnich,  President 
Van  Butte  Exploration,  Inc. 
c/o  George  W.  Richardson 
Attorney  at  Law  -  P.  0.  Box  803 
Butte,  Montana  59701 


State  Clearinghouse 

Office  of  Budget  d   Prograjn  Planning 

Capitol  Post  Office 

Helena,  Montana  59601 


Department  of  Fish  f",  Game 
Adjidnistrator  Recreation  5  Parks 
Sam  W.  Mitchell  Building 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


U.  S.  Department  of  Interior  (14  copies) 
Assistant  Secretary  -  Program  Policy 
Attn:   Director,  Environmental  I'roj .  Review 
Wasliington,  D.  C.  20240 

Dept.  Natural  Resources  ^  Conservation 
Ailministrator  -  Conservation  District  Div. 
32  Soutli  Pwing 
Helena,  Montana  596(11 


Department  of  State  Lands 
Commissioners  Office 
Capitol  Station 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


Dept.  Natural  Resources 

Director 

52  South  Ewing 

Helena,  Montana  59601 


Conservation 


Dept.  of  Intergovernmental  Relations 
Aeronautics  Division 
1'.  0.  Box  1698 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


Environmental  Quality  Council 
Director  (.2  copies) 
P.O.  Box  215  -  Capitol  Post  Office 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


V^iyy   ^ 


^tont;lIliJ  Wildlife  I'cilcr.'ition 
I.'Ihi  J  i"woiiL-iii,   lligliway  ConDiiitlec 
JO  15  iVostu 
llclcpii,  Montana   S'.idOl 

Sierra  (Hub 

Biltcrroot  Mission  (iroup 
r.  0.  \\ox   315 
Missoula,  Mont;ina  5980] 

IJ.  S.  ncj)artJiicnt  of  Transportation 
rcJeral  llighway  Administration 
50]  North  Fee 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

l)j  rector  of   Public  Wurks 

City  of  Hutte 

City  Hall 

Butte,  Montana  59701 

Scliool  District  No.  1 
Attn;   Itobert  Vivian 
3231  Biisch  Street 
Ikitte,  Montana  59701 

I'cfense  Civil  Preparedness  Agency 
I-ederal  P.egional  Center 
Hothell,  Washington  'JSOll 

Institute  of  Applied  Research 
Montan.a  State  IJniversity 
1-iozeiiian,  Montana  59715 

Montana  League  of  Consen'ation  Voters 
J 823  Highland 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

'llie  Wilderness  Society 
'1 260  Past  Pvans  Avenue 
Denver,  Colorado  80222 

Bearings  Inc. 
510  Past  Aluminum 
Butte,  Montana  59 701 

licneficial  Finance  Company  of  Rutte 

120  W.  Park 

Butte,  Montana  59701 


Board  of  County  Commissioners 

Silver  I'ow  County 

Courtliouse 

Butte,  Montana  59701 

City  Coujity  Planning  Board 

President 

Courthouse 

ikitte,   Montana   59701 

lie]ia7tinent  of  tJie  Anny 

Seattle  District,  Corps  of  Pngineers 

1519  Alaskan  Way  South 

Seattle,  Washington  98104 

D.  J.  McCaig,  Secretary 
Butte  UptouTi  Association 
P.  0.  Box  37 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

First  Metals  Bank  5  Trust  Company 

Park  5  Main 

Butte,  Montana  59701 


Friends  of  the  Farth 
P.  0.  I-tox  882 
Billings,  Montana  59103 

Nfontana  Automobile  .•'vssociation 
P.  0.  Box  1703 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Mr.  Richard  P.  Graetz 
P.  0.  Box  894 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Automotive  Supply  Coinjiany 
115  South  Arizona 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Beebe  Grain  Company 
712  Fast  Front 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Bertoglio  Storage  5  Distributing  Company 
800  Utali  Avenue 
Butte,  Montana  59701 
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\k)h  (i  Joe's  Miolcsolc  Company 
8n  South  Arj  zona 
Butte,  Montana   59701 

Hrown's  Auto  Parts  Company 
25  South  Montana 
Hutte,  Montana  59701 

Caiuion-Lowdcn  Company 
630  Ut.ih  Avenue 
Butte,   Montana   59701 

Clicvron  Oil  Company 
1021   South  Montana 
Butte,  Montana   59701 

Christ  ic's 

20  West  ]^roaclway 

Butte,  Montana  59701 

City  Tr;Lnsfer  Line 
743  Soutli  Wyoming 
Butte,   Montana   59701 

Cooncy  lirokerage  Company 
600  Soutli  Arizona 
But  to,   Montana  59701 

Crystal   Creamery 
301   South  Main 
Butte,   Nfontana   59701 

Ibhlmaji  Transfer  fi  Tmcking 
750  LItali  Avenue 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

I'aniiers  Union  Trading  Company 
701  liast  Front 
Butte,   Montana   59701 

First  National  Bank 
10]   North  Main 
Butte,  Montana   59701 

Cajiicr  Shoe  Store 

54  West  I 'ark 

Butte,  Montana  59701 

Cleaves  Volkswagen  Inc. 
53  West  Granite 
Butte,  Montana  59701 


l^urlington  Northern  Inc. 
640  South  Arizona 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

l^rouTi  Foods  Company 
803  South  Ntontana 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Capital  Transfer  f,  Storage 
928  Tsst   Front 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Christie  Transfer  f,  Storage  Company 
610  East  Aluminum 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

City  Taxi 

39  East  Brondvvay 

Butte,  Montana  59701 

Cobre  Tire  Sales  5  Service 
222  Last  Park 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Copper  City  Chevrolet- Buick 
Galena  ^  Colorado 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Currie  Tire  Sendee 
101  Fast  Park 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Fxidy's  Baker)' 

Front  5  Harrison  Avenue 

Butte,  Montana  59701 

Finberg's  Furniture  Store 
44  F:ast  Park 
Butte,  r^tontana  59701 

Floor  Store  ^  Drapery  Center 
701  Utali  Avenue 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Garrett  Freiglitl  ines  Inc. 
601  Garden  Ax'enue 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

H.  B.  Brink 
827  Bast  Front 
Butte,  Montana  59701 
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llcnncs.^y 's  l)ci);irtmc-iit   Store 
130  North  Main 
Butte,  Montaiiii   S!)7()] 

Ili^lilanJ  Motor  Company,    Inc. 
400  hast  I'ront 
Butte,  Montana   59701 

lloiLscliolil  l-'inancc  Corporation 

127  N.   Main 

lUjttc,   Montajia   5970] 

J.   C.   I'cnney  Company,    Inc. 

4  2  West  Park 

Butte,   Montana   .S9701 

J.    W.   Ilarkins  Bottling  Company 
22  llast  Quartz 
liutte,   Montana   S9701 

Kitto's   Transfer  f,  Storage 
700  Ivnst  Front 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Knicve]    ImjxDrts    Inc. 
100  liiist  Galena 
Butte,  Montana   59701 

Monitor  Distributors    Inc. 
604  Utali  Avenue 
Helena,  Montana   59001 

Montana   Broom  T,   Brush  Company 
730  liist    Iron 
Butte,   Montana   59701 

Montana  Hardware 
823  Soutli  Mont;uia 
Butte, 'Montana   59701 

Montgomery  Ward  Company 
47  r,ast   Broadway 
Butte,   Montana    59701 

Ovji  Call  (-'ompany 

1  South  Main 

lUitte,  Montana   59701 

Taint  by  Hall    I^iothers 
1151  Utali  y\venue 
liutte,  Montana   59701 


Kunkcl    I'ontiac-CMC   Inc. 
1900  Harrist)n  Avenue 
Butte,  Montana   59701 

Leskovar  Motors 
39  IZast  Galena 
Butte,  Montana   59701 

N!ayor  of  I^.utte 

City  Hall 

Butte,  Montana  59701 

McCree's  Trucking 
500  Soutli  Main 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Micone's 

114  South  Montana 

Butte,  Montana  59701 

Miller's  Slioe  Store 
301   South  Arizona 
Butte,  Montana   59701 

Miners  Bank  of  Montana 
Miners  Rank  Building 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Mountain  States  Telephone  Company 
441  North  Park 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Ncwbro  Iirug  Coinpany 
702  Soutli  Arizona 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Newman's  Bootery 

76  East  Park 

Butte,  Montana  59701 

Ossello's 

926  Soutli  Arizona 

Butte,  Montana  59701 

Pacific  IHde  5  Fur  Depot 
Short  u   Caylord 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Paumic  Cleaners 
60  West  Galena 
Butte,  Montana  59701 


rj^e  0 


I'hil  Juld  Sports  Store 

R7,  East  l^ark 

Mutto,   Montana    59701 

J'ionccr  Concrete  f,  I-ucl    Inc. 
84  3  Maryland  Avenue 
Butte,  Montana   59701 

rionoer  Lumber  Conii)any 
216  Last  I-ront 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass  Company 

845  Utah 

Butte,  Montana  59701 

QuilicJ  Glass 
726  South  Arizona 
l^uttc,  Montana  59701 

Reynolds  Distribution  Co.,    Inc. 
84  5  South  Montana 
Butte,  ^fontana  59701 

Richiirds  5  Rochellc  Men's  Store 
17  Nor  til  Main 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Rosenberg's  Furniture  Company 
120  North  Main 
Butte,  Montana  S9701 

S.  J.  Perry  Comjiany 
712  Soutli  Arizona 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Sears  Ivocbuck  G  Company 
32  Hast  Granite 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Shiners  I'urniture  C'ompany 
75  r,ast  Park  Plaza 
l^utte,  Montana  59701 

Skaggs  Drug  Centers 

27  West  Park 

Butte,  Montana  5970] 

Stambrd  Furniture  Store 
65  P;ist  l^ark  Plaza 
I'.utte,  Montana  59701 


Sullivan  Valve  fj  Mfg.  Coni]oany 
■  28  East  Galena 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Texaco  Inc. 

220  Alaska 

Butte,  Montana  59701 

The  Anaconda  Company 
Quartz  {)  Main 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Tlie  Montana  Power  Company 
40  Fjst  Broadway 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

The   Toggery 
117  North  Main 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

To\vn  Talk  Bakery 
611  East  Front 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Treasure  State  Window  Cleaning  Comp;uiy 
100  Kest  Granite 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

Treasure  States  Sporting  Goods,  Inc. 

18  West  Park 

Butte,  Montana  59701 

Union  Oil  Co.  of  California 
610  East  Iron 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

United  Building  Centers 
100  East  Front 
Butte,  Montana  59701 

U'ein'  s 

35  F.ast  Park 

Butte,  Montana  59701 

Westinghouse  Electric  Corporation 
949  South  Montana 
Butte,  Montjina  59701 

Williams  Camera  Shop 

33  West  Park 

Butte,  Montana  59701 


V:\i^c  7 


WiJson  Motor  Company 
8  South  Montany 
liuttc,  Montana   59701 


Mile  High  Conservation  District 
^tontana  'lech. 
Butte,  Montana   59701 


I).   S.    Postmaster 
JkJttc,  Ntontana  59701 


Very  truly  yours , 

MONTANA  DUPAiriMHNT  OF  HIGIUVAYS 


;S2-SCK:KI"S:JCU:mg 
Attacluiicnt 

cc:   S.  C.  Kologi 

\l.    ]':.  Champion 

^^^lV-t^.  DcVine 

I).  \).  Anderson 

1^  B.  Dundas 

L.  B.  Fox 

I).  S.  Johnson 

lV>ter  Berry 

K.  F.  Skoog 


IV/Attch. 


By 


Stephen  C.    Kologi,   F.   E.,   Chief 
Preconstruction  Bureau 
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y.uijust  6,  1976 

Stal-e  Hi/;lr..-ay  Corfir.'.j  a. si  on 
6th  Avenue  1:  Roberts  St. 
Helena,   Kont-rjia  59^01 
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Reference:     /jiaconda  CorT.pany  Petition  to  Abandon  Section  of  U.S.    91    ., 

Gentlemen: 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  I^jtte  Clic-iDibsr  of  Comjierce  has  voted  in 
s\;pport  of  the  Anaconda  ConpaTiv'a  pexition  for  abandoraient  of  U.S.    9I 
from  the  top  of  V/oodxT-lle  Rill   t^5  the  Continental  Drive  intersection 
at  E'jtte,  L'ontana. 

It  is   our  understandlno  that  access  vrauld  be  provided  by  the  /-j-jaconda 
Company  to  other  property  ov.ners  vri.th  ruining"  claiina   in  the   affected 
area.      Altliorigh  there  v.-ould  be   G0t?,e  inconvenience   to  people  presently 
using  that  road  as   a  shortcut,   we  feel    tliat  the  pi'esent  situation 
constitutes  a  hazard  to   the  public.      Ve   also  believe   thct  the   e>d.sting 
road  is  inpeding  the  progress  of  /n-conda's  mining  operations   and 
could,    therefore,    seriously   affect  the   econon^ic  v.-ell-being  of  the     • 
Butte-Silver  Eow  area. 

We  vould  also   support  efforts   t-o   determine   feasibility  of  an  alternate 
access   to  I-I5.  .' 

Sincerely, 


/ 


..Ken  Hahle 
President 

KI-l;era   ' 

Copy:      Exjgcne  Tidball 


*  ■  ■  • 


fjhf   il{i:n>t.   <y    llluntoiui    o^,c/i 


..:>'' 


CO 


■:^":>^•'' 


■  .\^ 


\* 


L^vJ  k    »  .-    Li     k  -^  ^\  I'j    /Av,^  v.'^s    ;;  ;  I  i'^(  J 
P.O.    iOX    37    -    hUUL,    l!OM.\,',..\    S9701 

March    15,    19?^ 


iwont-^iia   }ligh\vay   DojvHrVrient 
)iclena,    r.ont.      596OI 

Gcntlencn J 

\,'o  iiole  fi-'OM  t)iG  )!C^/?;_'j:■.pc■r  t^lat  Ihy  /.nacoiida  CoinpaJiy  lias  icquested 
that  U.S.  .Highv/ay  9-  en  the?  ccction  descending  the  Woodville  hill 
into  Putlc  be  cut  and  Kbandoncd, 

Since  this  road  is  urod  by  a  substontial  volume  of  traffic 
into  tht  cirea  reprosontod  by  the  Butte  Uptov/n  Association 
we  are  concerned  about  tlie  proposal. 

Our  Board  of  Directo) a  has  adopted  tho  following  resolutionj 

"Resolved  that  this  Asi;ociation  is  opposed  to  cutting  the  V/oodville 
hill  section  of  U.S.  Highway  91.  as  requested  by  tho  Anaconda 
Company,  \;ntil  and  unJecs  a  suitable  intorcliango  is  provided 
cast  of  t)ie  present  )iarrison  Avenue  i); terchaiige  on   Interstate  I5 
such  additional  i)itorchan/3e  to  connect  with  Continental  Drive." 


We  would  sUi^^rest  that  a  public  hearing  be  held  before  any 
decision  on   the  subject  is  inade. 


By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Butte  Upto\sn  Association 
i^; /'"■^^■"•r' :■'-■■  ^ --•'r'^^'^)      0.  J.  VicCaia   Secretary 
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May    8,     ] 975 


State  of  Montana 
Department  of  Hig]iv;ay 
Helena,  Montana,  59601 

Attention:   Mr.  H.  J.  Andox-son 


Ti:xACO  INC 

:'.2o  Noniii  ALASKA  s-r)ii:L-r 

r.  o.  nox  no8 

nurrE.  siontana  &070i 


Dear  Sir: 

We  received  your  letter  dated  May  1,  1975,  pertaining  to 
the  request  by  The  Anaconda  Company  to  abandon  a  section  of  U.S. 
Highv.'ay  -it 91. 

The  closing  of  U.S.  lUghway  #91  will  have  no  adverse 
affect  on  our  Company  nor  our  operations  in  Montana. 

It  is  my  feeling  that  the  results  of  such  a  closure  v;ould 
far  outweigh  any  disadvantages  for  the  majority  of  the  citizens  of 
Butte  and  Silver  Bow  County. 

Yours  very  truly, 
TE>:AC0  iT)C 


CBB : VH 


C.    B.     BARNI1-3GHAM- 


Dain  Rood.  Prtcrvrct.       -^  '/- 
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BUTTE,    MONTANA    59701 

Hay  1,  1975 


•  •■• '-  '  ve  ;:; 

state  of  Kontajia 
Fepartment  of  Ki^hvays 
Helena,  Kcntajia     5^601 

G-entlemenj 

In  rt-ply  to  your  letter  of  Hay  1,    1975,    regarding   the   abandonent  of  U.S. 
91    HiGh>'ay,   IJorth  of  Biitte,   ve  would   lUce   to   advise  you  it  vlll  have 
no  effect  on  our  busijiess. 
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sincerely, 
PIONEER  COl.'CRETE  &  FUEL,    D^'C, 

TED  J.    F/JiROT 
PRESIDDJT 
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June    2,\].^75.-V,/;/' 


Mr.  Stephen  C.  Kologi 
P.  E. ,  Chief 
Freconstruction  Bureau 
Montana  Department  of  Highv.ays 
Helena,  Montana   59601 


Dear  Mr.  Kologl: 

The  abandonment  of  the  .segment  of  U^.  S .  91  \^J>^ 
to  which  you  refer  in  your,  letter  dated  May  1, 
1975  will  no  doubt  cause  some  temporary  incon- 
venience to  some,  our  organization  included. 
However,  the  degree  of  inconvenience  can  in  no 
way  justify  an  effort  on  our  part  to  block  the 
Anaconda  Company's  request  for  abandonment. 

Plans  should  be  considered  in  the  future 
for  accessing  the  north  portion  of  the  city,  however. 

Thank  you  for  asking  our  opinion. 


Sincerely,    ,1 


Dc^c  Rocd.  P:i-zc~-rA  /jL>.Z^JZirylJSi. 
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)ei-ieral  Manager 
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:OKGE  W.  RICHARDSON 


May  6,    1975 


111  r\  1 


:      i^,a^^ijjvji' 


;mcnC   of  Highv;ays 
of  Montinna 
la,   Montana   59601 

en:   Stephen  C.  I'olojji,  P.E. 

Chief,  Precons true t ion  Bureau 

Re:     U.S.  91  Abandoiv.aent,  North  of  Lutte 


•oinA.u^ 


f.  o    ^o»    fc» 

^^'I  I  r .  mc  ^j  i  a  i.  a    :  vJoi 


Dear  Mr,   Kologi: 

We  are  in  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  May  1,  1975, 

V7e  are  absolutely  against  the  closure  of  tJiis  section  of  U,S. 
Hlghv.'ay  #91, 

Me   ovTn  valuable  mining  property  v;hich  is  bisected  by  this  sec- 
tion of  road  and  which  v;e  are  contcjr.plating  developing  by  a 
dia:iiond  drilling  program.   Ue  will  need  access  and  will  be  de- 
prived of  access  if  this  road  is  abandoned, 

V'e  will  take  all  legal  steps  necessary  to  preserve  access  to 
our  valuable  property. 

Very  truly  yours, 

lYank  Benich,  President        /f^-^'''-^'//y   '^/^''>x  / 
Vanbutte  Exploration,  Inc,     /, /•:  :  >/'  .  Vl/<!  -"  / 
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TO:   DIrc-cCor  of  lligl-.ways 
Vtt .    H  .  J  .  Anderson 


I'ROII'.ST  TO  DISCONTINUATION  OF 
STATE  HlCir.-'AY  91  FKOM  HAYS  STREIIT  EAST  TO  INTERSTATE  1-15 


Jc-rry's  Di  st  ribur  ir.f^  Co.,  as  the  lessee  of  Lots  8,  9,  and  10  and 
the  IJoith  70  feet  of  Lot  11  -md  the  rioi  th  72  feet  of  Lots  12  and  13,  of 
the  East  Butte  Addition,  Silver  Bow  County,  Montana,  hereby  object  to 
and  protest  the  discontinuation  or  closure  of  State  Highway  91  from 
};ays  Street  Last  to  Irtcrslate  1-15  which  directly  effects  the  operation 
of  its  business  conducted  in  the  East  Eutte  Addition,  Silver  Eow  County, 
1-lontana,  upon  the  following  grounds: 

1.  On  the  ground  that  it  conducts-  a  distributing  business  lo- 
cated at  300  Cherry  and  t>:at  said  Highway  91  is  essential  to  continued 
access  by  it  to  r.arh-ets  located  both  in  and  out  of  Silver  Eow  County 
as  v.'tll  as  access  to  its  business  premises  in  the  East  Butte  Addition 
to  the  City  of  Putte. 

2.  That  the  business  conducted  by  it  will  be  effected  by  the 
closure  of  said  highv.-.iy  and  it  has  not  joined  in  or  authorized  said 
closure . 

3.  On  the  ground  that  said  closure  of  said  Highway  91  cannot  be 
done  without  detriment  to  the  public  interest. 

Dated  the  19th  day  of  August,  1976. 


JOHNSON.  JOHNSON  &  KEBE 
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Attorneys  lor  Jerry's  Disp-fibucing  Co 
6-10  First  rational  Eank^uilding 
Butte,  Montana  59701 


7r}^-(  f  7>^- 


TO:       Diioctor   of   Hig)r.;ays 
Mr.    H.    J.    Anderson 


)'KOTEST   TO   niSCO:;TIKUATION    OF 

sTA'ii;  inor.-.'AY  91  i"kom  i'.ays  stxeht  east  to  dhki^state  1-15 


G.  V;.  Iliil  ]  .iiicy  ;:-\<S    E.  L.  I'ullaney,  as  ihc  owr.ers  of  Lots  8,  9, 
.-ind  10  uiid  t)ie  K'oith  70  fuet  of  IxDt  11  and  ihc  North  72  feet  of  Lots 
12  c-iiid  13,  of  the  E,-:st  i'ntce  Addition,  Silver  Row  County,  Kontana, 
hcrtby  object  to  iind  protest  the  di  tccnt  injat  ion  or  closure  of  State 
Hii;hw,iy  91  from  Hjys  StiPt-t  East  to  Interstate  1-15  v.-hich  directly 
effLCts  the  East  P.wtte  Addition,  Silver  Eou  Co-jnty,  Kont2na,  upon  the 
f ol  1  owir.p,  grov)nds  : 

1.  On  the  giound  that  they  are  c.^Tiers  of  lots  located  in  the 
East  Rn'.te  Addition  to  the  City  of  Futte  and  tliat  said  l'if-,hv;ay  91  is 
cs.'.ential  to  continued  access  by  them  to  said  lots  located  in  the  East 
Bu  t  t  e  A  :i  d  i  t  i  on  . 

2.  That  they  are  tlie  ov.Tiers  of  property  effected  by  the  closure 
of  Siiid  highway  and  have  not  joined  in  or  authorized  said  closure. 

3.  On  the  ground  jhat  said  closure  of  said  Highway  91  cannot  be 
done  v'i  thout  detriiTirnt  to  the  public  interest. 

Dated  the  19th  day  of  August,  1976. 
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E .    L.    Mullaney 
612  VJ.    Daly 
U'alkerville  ,    Montana 
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LCOHOWIC    tCVClOIMtnr    DIVISION  4t'C/4<S.?«02 

HICIIft<.T    SA.-tTY    DIVISION  40C/449    3412 
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Montana's  Aycrcy  for  rianning  &  Local  Affairs 


Hay  13,  1975 
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Mr.  Stephen  C.  Kolugi,  P.  E. 
Chief,  Preconstruction  Bureau 
Montana  Departrient  of  Highways 
Helena,  Montana   59601 

RE:  U.S.  91  Abandonment  North  of  Butte 

Dear  Mr.  Kologi : 


The  Montana  Division  of  Aeronautics  foresees  no  problems  with  Anaconda's 
v/ish  to  abandon  a  portion  of  old  U.S.  91  as  related  to  aeronautical 
activ'ities  in  that  area. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  review  this  proposed  project. 
Sincerely, 


William  E.  Hunt,  Administrator 
Aeronautics  Division 
</ 

Gerald  C.  Burrows 
Aviation  Representative 
Airport  and  Airways  Bureau 
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Stephen   C.    Kologl,    P.E.,    Chit-f 
Preconstruction   Eurc-au 
Depart  nert   of   Uirjhv.viys 
Helena,    HT      59601 

Dear   Mr.    }'.ologi: 


Re:      U.S.    91   Wjandonment 
Ivorthi   of   Butte 


—    ^w/./r.-A^S/- 


The    closure   of   U.S.    91    north   of    Butte   v.'ould    cause   a  problem    for 
that   i5ort.ion   of    the   motoring  p\±>lic   u':ing    tJiat- ro'ad./    To   alleviate    that 
problem,    access    to   Interstate   15   and   90   should  be  provided    fron 
Coluriibia    Drive.      The    increase   of    traffic   on.  Cplun±)ia'^_J>rive   would   also 
increase    tlie   dust^  frorn   this    road.      Since   Butte   already   lias   a   serious 
dust   probl   n  and   Coliij-nJoia   Drive    is   a   iTiajor    source,    v;e    strongly   reccrjr.end 
'Colur.bia   Drive  be    upgraded  v.'ith   curb   and   nutter   and  provided   regular 
cleaning   r.:iintonnrice    to  i-iiniirize    the   du.';t   prr^blcrm. 

V'ith    t]i(!£e   two   chdiiges    in   existing   roadv.'ays,    we    feel    thej  e    should 
be   no   adverse   effect   on   air   quality  by    the    rc'ferencc-d  pioject. 


Si.'-iccM  ely , 


RCN : dmg 


R.    Clark   Keilson  ^''' 

Air   Pollution   Control    Specialist 
Air   Quality    Bujreau 
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May    1^,    19  75 


FAA  HUILnil.T,,   HOOM  2 
IIKLEN'A  ATRl'ORT 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


Mr.  Stephen  C.  Kologi,  P.  E. 
Supervisor  -  Preconst rue t ion  Section 
Montana  Department  of  Highways 
Hele.-.a,  Montana    39601 

Dear  Mr.  Kologi:  .  v 

This  vill  acknowledge  your  May  1,  1975,  letter  regarding  a  proposal  to 
abandon  a  section  of  Federal-aid  Route  3  in  Butte,  Montana. 

The  proposed  project  should  not  conflict  with  the  Bert  Mooney-Silver  Bow 
County  Airport.  Vc   appreciate  being  advised  of  the  proposed  project. 

Sincerely, 
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ROBIE    B.    STRICKLAND 

Chief,    Airport    District    Office 
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UNITMD  STATF.S 

DIIPARTMI-jNT  Or     rHI£   li^Ji!-RIOR 

I'IGH  AN'D  WILlJlJI-r:  Gi:i?VICE 
y.l  1   CLT.t,:al   Avcn-.:o 


)-!r.   Stephen  C.    Kolooi 

Chief  PrecoDGtriJCtion  Bureau 

Depai'tnent  of  iii'j/.va.ys 
Helena^   I'-ontcina      i^S'fOl 


Yoiir  J^cl'crcncc: 
.    U.S.   91  Abaivjoa-fient 
]Jorth  of  E'jtte 


c 


DcctT  )!r.  }»oloGi : 

Yo\ir  letter  dated  J'.uy   \,   1975j    coiicciTjxng  the  abar;dcn;rient  of  3.2 
□lies  of  U.C.    Ilit^vr.'ay  91  nort!i  of  Butte^   I'jontana,   v.'a3   foi-^ardcd 
to  this   office  by   the   Office   of  E.-'-virormental   Project  Kcviev, 
Dr;partne.*'jt  of  tj-.e   Interior.. 

Based  on  tiie   lii'-ite.-d  data  provided  vith  your   letter  and   on  infor- 
Eal  conoul ca L-ion  ">/i  ui'j  I'.on'i/ana  Diparx-njent  of  PiG.i  aiid  Gaise  pui'sonuel, 
•v.-e  do  not  forcLjee  cxny  adverse  ircpacts   on  fish   and  ',;ildlife   resourccE 
by  the  abandor.rie.it  of  tnis  hi£;r,;ay.      UltiLjately,    a.".y  dai:ace  to  t^^ese 
resources  vill   result  froin  expansior.  of  the   .^iiacoi^Ja  Mine   ajid  not 
frorj   abandor.;-;c-.nt   of  t'ne  hichvay. 

Thaiik  you   for   the   opportunity   to   ccrjr-ent. 

T-r"i"j     ri     j~]  Sincerely  yours. 
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Burton  W.    Rounds 
Area  f^anancr 
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r.ASr    315  MON  rC.CAIf  KV    AVKNUE 
SI-OKANT,    V,.\SII1N(,10N    >'5207 


Westtrn  Field  Operation  Center 
July  15,  1975 


Mr.  r.tcven  C.  Kologi  ,  PE 
Chief,  Preconsl  rucl  Ion  Bure^iu 
Montana  Department  of  HiyF.wjys 
Helena,  Montana   5S601 

Dear  Mr.  Kologi : 

Your  request  to  llie  Department  of  the  Interior  for  comn-rent  on  proposed 
abandonment  of  U.S.  91  north  of  Butte,  Montana,  has  been  referred  to 
this  office  for  review  of  possible  mineral  involvement. 

The  document  does  not  discuss  mineral  resources,  w!-iich  is  the  primary 
reason  for  the  highway  abandonment.   The  beneficial  effect  of  the 
additional  copper  resources  to  be  developed  by  phasing  out  this  section 
of  the  road  are  great  and  should  be  considered  when  an  envi ronmenta! 
statement  is  prepared.  -   • 

Tliese  comments  are  intended  only  to  provide  technical  assistance  and  do 
not  constitute  a  formal  Department  of    the  Interior  or  Bureau  of  Mines 
review.   Should  an  environmental  statement  be  prepared,  we  would  appre- 
ciate the  opportunity  to  review  it. 

incerely  yours, 

■^-^^^ 

R.    N.' Appling,  Jr.,  CKief 
Western  field  Operation  Center 
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i;r,    r,L>i.1iL'n    C.    KoU'ci,    Cl.ief 
PrcCunsLruct  Ion    R'.ufau 
Dcp.irLincnt    of    lii£;li'..-.jys 
Slate    of    nonlfir.a 
))e]cna,    j'ont.ina      59601 

Dear  Mr.    Koloi^l: 


V,'e  \.'is,h  to  £)c]-.ncn.-lediie  receipt  of  your  letter  of  l!ay  1  concerning  a 
pvoporal  for  tlie  nli.-indoninc-n t  of  a  sect  Ion  of  U.S.  91,  north  of  Buite. 
)3o  established  park  arens  or  other  sites  such  as  liistoric,  natural 
or  environmental  education  landir.arlis  will  be  affected  by  the  under  talking. 


At  such  time  as  alternate  u.eans  of  access  are  being  considered,  we 
suj;gcst  that  provision  be  ir^de  for  professional  survey  of  the  preferred 
route.   If  detailed  prcject  studies  are  undertaken,  reconniendations 
and  proposed  actions  resulting  frcm  such  professional  surveys  should  be 
included  in  considerations  of  ij-pacts  upon  the  cultural  environmental 
A' a  lues. 

Ve   api reclate  your  Interest  In  requesting  our  views  on  the  proposed 
undertaking. 
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V     _^_i_i bi.ri'-tr.rrvycuui  Yi^u  Serve  America! 


Slncerel>^-j)ars , 


;i  chard    A.     Strait' 
Associate    Regional    Director, 
Cooperative   Activities 
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ri.tts  is  chnr<icloii/i.n)  l)y  .'i  pn dominance  of  single  family 
(!t;1,ir.I)ec)  honsincj  which  has  heen  developed  on  a  dominant 
grid  pattern.  With  the  exception  of  the  Hillcrest  Area,  a 
newly  lieveloping  subdivision,  this  study  area  is  extremely 
homogeneous.  Major  problems  include  cross  traffic  through 
potential  neighborhood  areas,  the  adjacent  and  expanding 
Anaconda  opeialions,  poor  development  of  major  peripheral 
traffic  arterials  (Harrison  Ave.  and  Continental  Dr.)  and  lack 
of  neighborhood  identity. 

Although  homogeneous  in  physical  form,  there  are  existing 
elements  whicli  could  be  utilised  to  delineate  neigfiborhoods. 
Fortunately,  the  study  area  has  vjelldefined  peripheral 
boundaries.  However,  internal  boundary  definition  breaks 
down.  Nevertheiess,  there  is  potential  to  utilize  feeder  streeU 
in  conjunction  with  existing  facilities  such  as  schools,  parks, 
neighborhood  commercial  areas,  and  the  hospital  to  form 
neighborhood  boundaries. 

Harrison  Ave.  continues  to  be  the  major  problem  area.  Its 
status  as  a  major  traffic  arterial  is  impeded  by  and  conflicts 
with  the  strip  commercial  activities.  The  result  is  a  mile  of 
arterial  which  cannot  move  traffic  efficiently,  and  because  of 
the  number  of  uncontrolled  access  points  and  cross  streets, 
the  situation  is  hazardous. 


SOURCE:  Butte  Neighborhoods,  Butte-Silver  Bow  City  County  Planning  Board. 
October,  1973. 
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